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(a) The blessings and curses are all hidden miracles. There

26/ 3-1

PARASHAS BECHUKOSAI

3 lf you will follow My decrees and observe My commandments and perform them;@zhen Twill

provide your rains in their lime, and the land will give its produce and the Iree of the field will
give ils fruit. * Your threshing will last until the vintage, and the vintage will last until the sowing;
you will eat your bread to satiety and you will dwell securely in your land.

6 | will provide peace in the land, and you will lie down with none to frighten you; [ wiii cause
wild beasts to withdraw from the land, and a sword will not cross your land. 7 You will pursue
your enemies; and they will fall before you by the sword. ® Five of you will pursue a hundred,
and a hundred of you will pursue ten thousand; and your enemies will fall before you by the
sword. ¢/ will turn My attention to you, | will make you fruitful and increase you; and I will

establish My covenant with you.

is no need for the Torah to state that people who engage in
spiritual pursuits and serve God faithfully should receive
spiritual rewards; it is quite natural that spiritual accom-
plishment should bring spiritual reward. But it is not natural
that the study of Torah and the performance of mitzvos
should earn for an entire people good health, prosperity,
triumph over enemies, and all the other blessings described
below. For example, is it natural that the observance of
Shemittah will enable a hundred Jews to pursue ten thou-
sand enemies, and that the violation of the Shemittah laws
will cause the nation to be exiled and helpless? The Torah's
intention, therefore, is to teach that obedience to God is of
such magnitude that it will be rewarded miraculously (Ram-
banv. 11).
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'm39 niy? PPNy — and they are destined to produce fruit. o\ 1 Torgs Kokanim, perek 1:6. mwm, “of the field .
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The Rambam (Hil. Teshuvah 9:1) also deals with this issue. He
oxplains that the blessings the Torah speaks of for those who
~bserve mitzvos are not, in essence, rewards. They are the means of

Heavenly assistance that will help a person do mitzvos.
The Rambam writes, ‘' Hashem promises us in the Torah that if we

fulfill the Torah with joy ... He will remove all the obstacles that ?
prevent us from observing the Torah, such as disease, war, famine, P,

and the like. He will bestow upon us all the benefits that help us to
perform the dictates of the Torah, such as peace and prosperity, so

— )

that we will not have to spend all our time taking care of our
physical needs. Rather, we will be free to study wisdom and perform
the mitzvos so that we will merit the ltl_feroj the World to Come.
—*Conversely, regarding those who abandon the Torah and involve
themselves with the follies of the age, the True Judge will remove
from them all the benefits of this world that had encouraged their
rebellion against the Torah, and bring upon them all the evils that
prevent them from acquiring the World to Come, so that they will be
destroyed through their wickedness.”

The blessings of Parashas Bechukosai describe the Heavenly
a%si_sﬁ'nce given to help us serve Hashem. They are like the tools

Ven 10 an artisan so that he can do his work properly. The
Rambam adds (in 9:2) that this is why Jews throughout the ages
have such a yearning for the coming of Mashiach. It is because they
will then be able to rest from the persecution of the evil nations and
kingdoms that oppress them and don't permit them to learn Torah
and perform mitzvos properly. When all the stumbling blocks of the
yetzer hara and his earthly human cohorts are finally removed, then
“he Jewish nation will be able to serve Hashem wholeheartedly,

pears superfluous. It leaches us that even trees of the
field, as opposed to fruit-bearing trees of the orchard,
will yield fruit (Mizrachi; Sifsei Chachamim ). N
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1P KSY IEEn MKW Lvne 137 nyr 9 - But in the opinion of Rabbi Shimon, who said,

“[God] will cause them fo cease in the sense that they will cause no harm” (ibid.), =mr

YIKT TR A Ny vhawim - [our verse] is saying, “I will cause the evilness of beasts to cease

om the land." 1537 X¥7) — And that is the more sound interpretation. %77 yax mmn
infrna abivn M7 WRY myna ovp nya — For at a time when the commandments are i:ex:fééﬂy
fulfilled, the Land of Israel is as the world was in its beginning,  piwrI] o Sw 1xen o7p -

before the sin of Adam, the first man,

o7 nmn WM mn pr — when no beast or ereeping

creature would kill a person, nmn KU K78 MR Y X MK 19N — in accordance with
what [the Sages] said, “It is not the serpent that kills, but sin that kills” (Berachos 33a).1
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CHASAM SOFER ON THE TORAH

RN

hazal interpret this phrase as referring to barren trees which, in an ideal

world where all of Klal Yisrael observes Torah anc Mitzues, will eventu-
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ally bear fruit. If we assume as the Ramban does that the previous
segment of the pasuk, 7212} Y7 My, refers to the fertility that will be enjoyed by _
‘on ea s, plants, even fish), then the apparently supetflu-
ous phrase, 78 1m nTwn Yy, the tree of the field will give its fruit, must pertain to
barren trees that will ultimately produce fruit as well (Chasam Sofer 84 mmnn"T,

call living things on earth (animal

second reference).

Let us consider the symbalism of the Torah's promise that barren trees will
eventually produce fruit, First, the Torah may be assuring us that during the
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Messianic Era even unlearned Jews (piin vay) will successfully study Torah,
'M@as in This World pyna ny are compared to the leaves that suppart the fruit
(cf. Chullin 92a, yann my 198 1Y), in the Future World those erstwhile YR my
will themselves attain the status of the fruit (i.e. they will also learn Torah). This
thouant is also expressed by Yeshayahu — ‘1 1R IpT YIND IR7R "3, the earth will

bz filled with knowledge of Hashem (11:9).
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146 IN SEARCH OF Greatness
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And there are a number of oddities about Matan Torah.
The Midrash says — it’s brought down in Rashi (18:15) — that
all the sick were healed at Matan Torah. The blind could see

>lkfl.gain, the mute could speak, the deaf could hear, the lame

could walk. Everyone was healed miraculously right there at
the foot of the mountain.

What was this all about? What happened there? What does
it mean?> How does this relate to Matan Torah? How are we
supposed to understand it? What is the sense, the meaning of
it What was this? An amnesty? The Almighty was giving the
Torah to the Jewish people so He threw in an amnesty? What
was this, a little bonus, like a signing bonus? That's a childish
understanding. The Chachamim, whose words are scientifically
weighed and measured, were telling us something here. What
did they see? What were they saying?

X -

In order to understand what was going on at Mount Sinai,
we have to go back to the beginning, to Mua'aseh Bereishis,
the creation of the world. When the Almighty created Adam
Harishon, there was a certain Divine intent, there was a plan.
What were the dimensions of this human being intended to be?
What sort of person was he supposed to be?

The Chachamim tell us all kinds of strange things about
the first human being, at the point of his creation. They tell
us (Koheles Zuta 6:7) that when the malachei hashareis first saw
dam, they made a mistake and wanted to sa Shirah. A m ﬁ
7 doesn’t have bechirah, free will. You know why? Because

malach sees everything with Perfcct clarity. He sees the Divine

clearly and therefore cannot choose to do something that goes

against the Divine will; it is impossible.

And yet ... and yet, when these same malachim saw_this
fantastic creature called a human being for the first time, they
made a major error. They thought they were in the presence of

X the Divine, and they wanted to say Shirah. What does this tell

us about the stature and aura of Adam Harishon? What does
this tell us of his sublime nature that bordered on the Divine?
Tn another place, the Midrash tells us that part of Adam’s

bodv shone like the sun. 1 don’t know what this means or what

message it intends to convey, but it tells you something about
Adam Harishon. He must have been an incredible being.

N

the forbidden fruit of the eitz hadaas. The condition in which
Adam was created, the sublime condition that dazzled the ma/-

(

Of course, everything changed later when Adam ate from

achei hashareis, was a fragile thing, and it could not survive the
fall from favor. After Adam sinned, he became diminished and
distorted. His form lost its high stature. It became someth.'mg}

closer to what we know today as the human form.

But that was not the original intent. The tzuras haadan,

the human form that the Almighty intended when He created
gxi\vorld, was not the present human form. It was something

much higher and more exalted. It was the human being in its

ideal and pcrfectcd form.
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After the cheit, after Adam sinned, he lost his pristine ‘zuras

ba'adam, but the intent of the Almight&d not cease to exist
nor did it change. The Almighty still wanted and intended for
the human beings that inhabited the world to recapture that

original fzuras baadam, but this was no longer a simple mat-
ter. The people that the Almighty had created with a sublime
tzuras ha'adam had ruined it, and it was now their responsibility

Mwwmd
away. 1t was now time for a different approach, a subterranean
process of reconstruction effected by people under the guidance
of the Almighty.

~/And if you look carefully in the Torah, you see this process
begin to develop right after Adam’s fall. It goes forward in fits
and spurts, sometimes falling two steps back for every step for-
ward, but always, always, in the direction of forward toward
the reconstruction of the zzuras haadam that the Almighty had
intended for humankind from the beginning

2 We can trace this process from Avraham Avinu to Yitzchak
to Yaakov to the twelve Shevatim to the seventy souls who went
down to Egypt to the six hundred thousand who came out of

Egypt to the Giving of the Torah at Mount Sinai. It was a pro-
cess of reconstruction and rebirth that came to its culmination

at Mount Sinai and will reach its full realization in the times
of Mashiach.



115 is how it has to be. It was the Almighty’s will to create
a being that had ¢zuras ha'adam in its ideal form, a being created
in the image of the Lord, a being with a commanding stature

€ ind dazzling appearance to whom the entire world would be

subordinated, a being who would be the keeper of the created
world. If it were not possible to recapture this level of fzuras

ha'adam, if it was definitely irretrievable, then there would be
no point to the continued existence of the world.

40
No, there is 2 very deep message here. The Gemara is
tEl_li_nﬂu_S_t_wthe process of reconstruction came to

a climax at Matan Torah. The filth of the serpent was finally
leansed, and now the world had not just one Adam Harishon

but rather an entire nation of Adam Harishons. This is the sig-

nificance of the two crowns.
~J As for what the Chachamim tell us about all the sick and
the?lﬁrm being healed at Mount Sinali, it was not an amnesty.
g not com ensation nor a bonus for accepting the Torah.

It wal
t was actuall Maaseh Bereishis again — a rebirth.

At Matan Torah, our Chachamim are telling us, the Jewish
people returned to the state of humankind during creation.

ﬁ' They recovered the fzuras haadam, and with it a flawless and
perfect physicality. It was therefore only natural that the sick
should be healed and the blind should see and the deaf should
hear and the lame should walk, because Matan Torah was a
rebirth in every sense of the word.

The commentators say that the Taryag Mitzvos, the six hun-

dred and thirteen cardinal mitzwes of the Torah, are divided
into two Eroups, the two hundred and forty-eight positive
commandments and the three hundred and sixty-five prohibi-
ponding to the two hundred and forty-eight limbs
the three hundred and sixty-five blood vessels.

tions, COITes

and organs and
- 8 — A
What does this teach us? That the whole point of Matan Torah

was to bring us back and elevate us to the point of pristine per<
fection of the human being, the pure tzuras haadam without

any distortions.
LH What fools these mortal be, a poet once said. We think
What fools th

that what we see ... that this is it. ‘The human being as we

3

So now we get back to the originai question ot the Almighty
going down and Moshe going up. What does this mean? You
can’t learn Chumash like a little child. The Almighty has no
corporeal body, nor does He have any kind of finite, circum-
scribed presence that can be said to descend and ascend. So
what does the Torah mean when it speaks of His descent?

1 believe it means that He sent a shaft of Divine light down
into the material world, a revelation of light that illuminated
the dark material world before the stunned eyes of the Jewish
PEQEIE"ll'lO—StOOd at the foot of the mountain. And then Moshe
Mcended, he rose up toward that suddenly revealed
shaft of Divine light. This tells us that a person who lives inside
a material body, who is restricted and earthbound, wh -
amah is trapped and imprisoned within the boundaries of the
five senses, can still bring himself upward and correlare himself!\

Iwith the shaft of Divine light, And when he does it, he achieves

tzuras ha'adam.

Later, when Moshe came down from the mountain, the

@dlsfus(%emas 34:29) that his face was shining. That

M same as the shine that emanated from Adam

~vHarishon, because at that point Moshe had achieved the rzuras

haadam of Adam Harishon before the fall,

Before we can delve into the depths of the Torah and all its
infinite and fascinating details, we have to gain an inkling of
what the totality of the Torah is all about. We have to have at
[east a glimpse of the apex, the high point of what the Torah is
all about. The whole point is to recover fzuras haladam. Every
mitzvah brings us closer to it, and every aveirah distances us

from it.

md that is what Mashiach is all about. What did you think

Mashiach is about? Free ice cream? Peace, prosperity and an
endless all-expenses-paid vacation? Mashiach is the culmina-
tion of the process of history. At that time (Yeshayahu 11:19),
“the world will be filled with the knowledge of the Almighty
like the waters that cover the seas.” In the time of Mashiach, the
shaft of Divine light will once again penetrate into the earth,
and human beings will be able to adjust to it. How that will

* happen I do not profess to know, but I do know that the zzuras

ha'adam will be restored.

W3 s Al Aoout d'w-wkt - Rl ()

SOME TIME AGO, | met with a girl who was hanging onto life by
a thread. She had been contemplating taking her life and simply
wanted out. But | had something else in mind.

know him is the tzuras ha'adam. A little more tzaddik, a little
(—L less tzaddik, a little more ideal, a little less ideal, but it’s all
basically the same thing, the same product. This is the world
and this is the human race.
[That's a_major error. This is not man. This is not what

“If God didn’t want you here,” | told her, “you wouldn't be here.
The Gemara (Berachos 8a) states that Hashem created nine hun-
dred and three different types of deaths in the world. If you woke
up this morning, it means that Hashem overlooked all those forms
of removing you from this world and kept you alive. As far as God
is concerned, you are needed in this world.”

man was meant to be. These are ants. We live in a society
of ants. Not even ants. Ants, at least, can live in peace with

each other.

After working with her and getting her to a better place, she went
on to write me a profound letter, wherein she quoted something .

white. The Torah in its totality elevated us to the level of mal-
[that deeply moved me. “Never listen to a person tell you the sky is

T p . hashareis. Before we get into the differentiation of the ae _
achel 2 & A il the limit, because as we all know, there are footprints on the moon.”,
Torah into its clements — matzah, sukkah, tefillin, mezuzah, _

\ hashrus — and their individual meaning and purpose, the Torah

in its totality was the groundwork for the reconstruction of the

teuras haadam that was lost at the time of creation,

Listen to the words of the Midrash. There it is, black on

Never give up on yourself or shortchange your potential. If you are
alive, ydu have potential. And if you have potential, then there is
nothing you cannot do. If you want it enough, you'll get it.

Not even the sky can stop you.



